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Inside this issue: 

“A Completely Different Universe”   Rev. James K. Boodley 
 

 I share this as an example of how God works in ways we don’t expect to 

open our minds: 

 Driving home after last month’s Advisory Board meeting, I passed a short 

black woman on a cell phone beside a broken down car well outside of Ithaca. 

“Oh, that will never do,” I thought and turned around. She accepted my offer to try 

to jump her car. No go. AAA said it would be an hour before their tow truck  

arrived. As we sat in my car waiting, Gloria told me all about her useless boy-

friend, her need to get a job, etc. 

 After hearing about incest among family members, alcoholism, a gay  

relative who had a thing for boys, etc., Gloria mentioned her boyfriend's mother. 

“She had nine kids, but no one except my boyfriend talks to her. There was another 

son, but she sold him when he was ten for $3,000 to buy more alcohol.” Gloria 

mentioned other family issues, but I was stuck. “Could we come back to the son 

being sold,” I asked? Several times. “What happened to him?” 

 “Oh, they're still in touch with him. He's now 50, but still hurts about that. 

Yup, she sold him to a family with a farm. They adopted a whole bunch of kids.” 

 “So she basically sold him into slavery,” I said. 

 “Well, yeah, but no one wanted to put it that way.” 

 On my way home after the tow truck arrived, I was dumbstruck thinking 
about Gloria’s alternate reality. “How much of the world is this broken,” I wondered? 

 Pray for Gloria. She needs a job so she can get a new start in life. Pray for 

her boyfriend's wildly dysfunctional family, too. They live in a completely differ-

ent universe from everyone I know. What had me fretting earlier? I have no idea. 

------------------------------------------- 

 On a different note, as our time together draws to a close, I want to let you 

know how much I’ve enjoyed and appreciated the experience. Thank you. Your 
flexibility as well as your ongoing desire to grow as a congregation were exemplary.  

 I’m confident that when Marraine comes to visit on the 19th then returns to 

“active duty” in August, she’ll be buoyed by your love and support and impressed 

by your sense of accomplishment over what you did as a congregation while she 

was away. My hope is that you’ll both look at where you’ve been while on sepa-

rate paths and ask God to show you what’s next on your renewed journey together.  
 

      Peace be with you,  

      J.K.  
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“The Caller” is published by the  

First Congregational  

United Church of  Christ 
171 West Pulteney Street 

       Corning, NY  14830 
 

         No matter who you are  

     or where you are on life’s                      

journey, you are welcome here!! 
 

Office hours:  
Tuesday– Friday. 9:00 a.m. - noon 

 

Phone:               (607)962-7423 

Fax:  (607)962-4035 

E-mail:  ucc-corning@verizon.net 

Web:                  www.corningucc.org 

Facebook.com/FCUCCC 

Pastor:  Rev. Marraine C. Kettell 
Secretary: Brenda Passmore 

Book Club July 15th 

Vacation Bible School Aug.14-16 

The Flea Market Sept. 12 

Watson Homestead Worship Sept. 13 

Anniversary Sunday Oct. 18 

Inside this issue: Dates to Remember: 

News from Trustees 

 At the June 7th Congregational Meeting the vote to replace 

the flat portion of our roof by extending the Capital Campaign an 

additional year so that not only the roof but other projects on our 

list could be completed, was passed nearly unanimously.   

 As a result of the vote, letters were mailed to our member-

ship regarding the fourth year of the Capital Campaign.  It would 

be helpful if pledge cards could be returned to the office as soon as 

possible by placing them in the collection plate, giving them to our 

Chief Collector (Pam Schmitt), or mailing them to the church.  

Once all pledge cards are received, our Chief  Collector will give 

us a total of what we can expect for the total Capital Campaign 

program.  This will allow us to have the roof replaced as well as 

start other projects as our funds allow.  Thank you to all those  

who submitted their revised pledge or made an actual donation.  

Trustees appreciate the willingness of our congregation to see our 

Capital Campaign succeed.   

 Trustees met with Lawrence Hoetzleiln, consulting  

architect, on June 9th to discuss bids for the roof.  It was decided  

to go with Hale Contracting Co, who came in with a low bid of 

$50,500.  Mr Hoetzlein has contacted Mr. Hale and a contract is 

being negotiated.  Because of their schedule, work will probably 

not get started until early fall.   

 New accounting software by Church Windows has been 

ordered.   

 Back Entrance Door - an insulated metal door has been 

installed. We will be training Trustees and others with the mechan-

ics of operating this door so that it will be universally accessible.  

Please note that old keys will not work in the new door, though for 

a while they will work in the front door until we bring in a lock-

smith to rekey that door.  We are in the process of distributing new 

keys to those that use our church on a regular basis.   

 We are grateful for the contributions of Eleanor Cicerchi  

as a member of Trustees.  Eleanor will move to Florida this  

summer and has tendered her resignation.  We will miss her talents 

that we relied on with the current Capital Campaign as well as her 

dedication when her schedule was already jam-packed with other 

obligations.  Thank you for your service to our church, Eleanor, 

and we wish you all the best in your new home.   

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PROGRESS: 

Receipts through June:     $139,708 

Expenses paid through June 2015: 

 Dishwasher    4,350 

 Windows (100%) 52,427 

 Sidewalk replacement 10,900 

 Paint/painting supplies      229 

 Painter (windows)   1,000 

Total expenses:          68,906 

 

Cash on hand that is available for other projects:     $70,802 

 

Summer Summer Summer 

Office Office Office 

HoursHoursHours 
 

 

Beginning after the July 4th holiday,  

the church office will be open  

Thursday & Fridays from 9 am- noon. 
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     First of all, a big "thank you" to all who are  

signing up to assist with worship as greeters and  

ushers.  Your assistance helps to make us a  

welcoming congregation.  

 

     As all of you, we grieve with Marraine on the loss 

of her mother.  We have sent a large colorful bouquet 

of flowers to Bettie's memorial service on behalf 

of our church.  The flowers are in a basket and will be 

very appropriate as a centerpiece at home after the 

service.  In addition, many have expressed interest in 

contributing to Bettie's home church as suggested 

by her family.  We will be accepting donations until 

July 15.  A check can be written to UCC Corning with 

"Kettell Memorial" in the comment line.  Checks can 

be put in the collection plate or dropped at the office 

during regular office hours or mailed to the church.   

After the 15th, we will consolidate the money and 

write one check to UCC Durham from Marraine's 

church family.  Of course, anyone is welcome to send 

an individual donation if desired. 

 

     If you are aware of someone who needs some  

special support from our congregation, please notify a 

member of the Called to Care team (Tom Wilkinson, 

Barb Cooper and Maria Quintal).  We want to offer 

cards, visits and prayers but we are not always aware 

of the needs and situations of everyone.  As it says in 

our bulletins, "UCC Ministers:  The congregation". 

 

     We are currently looking at the need for new altar 

cloths and are adding our ideas to the new Vision 

statement draft created by the Advisory Board.  It  

has been a pleasure for us to work with JK as our  

sabbatical pastor.  As you have all witnessed, he has 

given us some new energy and ideas.  

 

Star Bright, Chair 

If you or an organization you are a part of wish to 

use our building, please check with the office 

first. You will need to make sure there isn’t a  

conflict with the day and time you want to use the 

building.  Then fill out a building use form, have 

it approved by Trustees, and get it on the calendar 

in the office. We are finding there are many  

requests for the use of our building, so to avoid 

double bookings, following this procedure will be 

a big help.  Many thanks. 

After many years of talking and planning, the 

Community Garden became a reality on June 28th. 

Following a combined worship service with 

Emanuel Lutheran Church, the rains let up, and 

we were able to process outside to the east side of 

our church where the garden beds are located,  for 

the dedication ceremony.   

 

Led by Rev. Bill Lutz from Emanuel Lutheran 

and Rev. JK Boodley, our interim sabbatical  

pastor, we were joined by Mayor of Corning,  

Rich Negri, and his wife, Cissy, and Deputy 

Mayor, Bill Boland, as well as Jean Krebs, a 

Board member of Corning Community Food  

Pantry, and Weston Carmack, the scout who  

organized and implemented the building of the 

garden beds as his Eagle Scout project.  After the 

garden dedication, we headed back indoors for a 

dish to pass luncheon. 

 

Support for this project came from Emanuel  

Lutheran, First United Methodist, and our church.  

All produce will be taken to Corning Community 

Food Pantry. It is our hope that we will have a 

successful planting season and that additional 

beds will be added in future years.  

 

A signup sheet will be posted in the Fellowship 

Hall for those interested in helping with the  

garden over the summer. 

 

Building Use Note from the Deaconate 

Community Garden 



 

  4

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sabbatical Information   
Pastor Marraine is on sabbatical April 20th - 

August 3rd.  It is a combination of the three month 

sabbatical offered in her call agreement and two 

weeks of vacation.  Her first day back in the office 

will be Monday, August 3rd. 
 

Rev. James “J.K.” Boodley is our sabbatical pastor.  

You can contact him at boods@bluefrog.com.    

Because J.K. is from Ithaca, please contact Deacon 

Maria Quintal at (607)962-8018.  She’ll confer with 

him about how to respond effectively.   

The Deacon’s Offering for July:   

Habitat for Humanity  
  

During the month of July, the  

Deacons will take up a special offer-

ing to benefit Habitat for Humanity.   

Habitat for Humanity is a Christian 

mission working in partnership with 

people of all faiths in our community 

to build simple and affordable houses 

for lower-income families in need of a decent place 

to call home.   
 

Volunteers are Habitat’s lifeblood and greatest  

asset.  Everyone is welcome to help our efforts, for 

by serving others, we believe we are serving God.  

No matter the skill, construction or not, Habitat has 

a place for anyone with the desire to help.   
 

Using the old barn-raising concept of neighbor 

helping neighbor, Habitat uses donations of money 

and materials to build a house working side by side 

with the soon-to-be homeowner.  After the house is 

complete, Habitat sells that house to the new home-

owner who has already invested 500 hours of sweat 

equity into that house.   
 

The cost of the house is the actual cost of the  

construction materials with no added profit.  The no

-interest mortgage is held by SESC Habitat with the 

mortgage payments being used to build the next 

Habitat house.  Habitat for Humanity of Southeast 

Steuben County was formed in 1993 by a group of 

dedicated volunteers.  Today we have grown to  

become a full time non-profit organization and are 

now completing our twenty fourth house in the  

local area!  

Women’s Fellowship News  
In May our Women’s Fellowship group met for a 

meeting, a dish-to-pass lunch, and an art presentation 

by Shirley Michaluk.   
 

They elected the following officers: 

Chairman: Darlene Schieber 

Co Chairman: Jan Kostolansky 

Treasurer: Lucille Gorton 

Secretary: Beth Briggs 
 

In June they took their Mystery Trip to  the First  

Presbyterian Church in Bath.  They enjoyed a church 

history presentation and a tour.  Of particular interest 

was learning that in 1895 Ira Davenport’s brother 

John hired Louis Comfort Tiffany to redesign the 

sanctuary in his late brother’s honor.  Their current 

church building dates back to 1877 and is the only 

church still in existence designed by architect Jacob 

Wrey Mould.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the tour, they had lunch at the Bath Country 

Cub.  Lucille would like to thank the ladies for the 

gift of a terrarium she received for her service as  

president.   
 

Women’s Fellowship will meet again in September 

and all women of the church  

are invited and encouraged to attend.   

Your help is needed.   
Please sign up on  

the calendar in the  

Fellowship Hall - to help 

offer a friendly greeting, 

to host coffee hour, or to 

“float” for Sunday 

School. Thanks. 
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LET'S GO ON A SAVANNAH SAFARI! 

Savannah Safari starts with  

Summer Sunday School July 12  through August 9  

and culminates with  Weekend VBS August 14-16.  

 

The curriculum is themed around life in an African village.   

It is designed to teach children how "Love H.E.L.P.S. Others": 

H=Heal Others’ Hurts, E=Encourage Others,  

L=Lend a Hand to Others, P=Pray for Others, S=Share with Others 

 
Weekend VBS is Friday to Sunday, August 14 to 16.  

Friday evening is a family event for all ages with a dish-to-

pass at 5:30 p.m. and programs for children or adults 6:15 to 

7:30 p.m. Saturday is a children's event from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Lunch is included. Sunday worship includes a closing program 

during worship. 

 

Sign Up to Lead Summer Sunday School.  The sign up 

sheet is in the Fellowship Hall or contact Patricia.  It is  

offered for school-age children through September 13th.    

All lessons and materials are provided.  

 

Silent Auction - The Youth Group thanks you for your  

participation in the Silent Auction.  They received over $200 in 

bids. Patricia Edgecomb will contact you about your bid soon 

after July 6. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK CLUB  

Wednesday, July 15th, at noon at church.  
Bring your own lunch.  

Dessert and beverages will be provided.  

 

The July book, recommended by a member is   

Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White:  

Thoughts on Religion, Morality, and Politics  

by Adam Hamilton.  

The book is available in all the popular formats. 

Children’s Sunday on June 14th. 

The Youth Group Silent Auction. 
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FLEA MARKET:  Start gathering items now - things from your attic to the basement, garage and the yard.  

Some items that sell well are; toys, games and puzzles (make sure all the pieces are included) books, stuffed 

animals, sports equipment, furniture, paintings and pictures, jewelry, kitchen ware, linens, quilts, blankets,  

luggage, garden tools, lawn and patio furniture, lawn equipment and electronics.    

We do request all items be clean and in working order.   NO CLOTHING. 
 

Items can be brought to the church on the following dates and times starting AUGUST 16TH: 

WEDNESDAYS, 5:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. & THURSDAYS - SUNDAY, 9:00 A.M. – NOON 
 

If you need to make arrangements for a different time, please contact Sylvia Brown or Joyce Nelson.  

 

PLEASE PLAN TO HAVE FLEA MARKET ITEMS TO THE CHURCH BY SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH.   

  

FARMERS MARKET:  Judy Graf will be coordinating. 

We hope you will share baskets of garden vegetables and fruits, herbs, dried flowers, jars of jams and jellies.  

As you prepare and harvest your gardens, please plan extra for our sale.  Please note - we will not accept plants 

this year.   

 

BAKED GOODS:  Lois Katt and Pauletta O’Donnell will be coordinating. 

There is always a high demand for homemade pies, cakes, cookies, breads, cupcakes, muffins, and any baked 

item you wish to make. 

 

FARMER’S MARKET ITEMS & BAKED GOODS  

SHOULD BE AT THE CHURCH FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 11. 

 

 

VOLUN TEERS: EVERYONE IN OUR CHURCH 
There are lots of opportunities: Pre-sale – sorting, arrange items on tables, and pricing 

Day of sale – Set up tents, carry out tables, work at tables, runners, clean-up and take down crew. 

 

A sign-up sheet will be in fellowship hall.  The day of sale there will be shifts or you can come for the entire 

day.  If you are unable to sign up at church, please contact Joyce or Sylvia.  Many, many, hands are needed.  

Everyone in our church can contribute to make our sale a great success.  All proceeds from the sale go to 

the church. 

 

If you have any suggestions or questions, please contact Joyce Nelson, (607) 962-8945, email/

joycenelson@stny.rr.com or Sylvia Brown, (607) 962-5759, email / boonersyb@aol.com.   

THE 2015 FLEA &  

FARMERS MARKET 

Saturday, September 12th,  

9 a.m.– 3 p.m. 

mailto:joycenelson@stny.rr.com
mailto:boonersyb@aol.com
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Member News 

July Birthdays 

1st Laura Cooper 

2nd Jennie Madison 

6th Caitlin Hogan 

9th Barbara Briggs 

12th Jennifer Fais 

12th Madelyn Pusateri 

12th Will Madison 

14th Stephanie Denison 

15th Jacob Hogan 

15th Bob Brown 

19th Gina Burdick-Hageman 

28th Dick Bennitt 

29th Claudia DeMeritt  

29th Nathan Webb  

30th Megan Quackenbush 

August Birthdays 

3rd Chris Walker 

5th Luke Webb 

7th Finn Barber 

11th Dominic Grinnell 

12th     Keith Gorton 

20th Kate Mertus 

20th Adam Hay 

21st Amelia Harnas 

23rd Walt Connor 

24th Ed Lewis 

 

Special thanks to Julia Fadul, nursery attendant for the last 2.5 years,  
as she heads to Duquesne University for their six year  

pharmacy program. Julia's graduating from Corning-Painted Post High School.  
Best of  luck, Julia. You will be missed! 

       The Women’s Mystery Trip on June 9th!  
 

Lois Katt presents a gift to 

Lucille Gorton in 

appreciation of her years 

as President.   

A fun picture of Joyce 

next to “her” parking 

space!  She just might 

demand one of these at 

OUR church!!! :-)   
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Photo Gallery 
Our Joint Service of  Worship,  

Garden Dedication, and Dish 2 Pass! 

Thank you to everyone who helped make it possible. 

Corning Mayor Richard Negri, Jean 

Krebs from the Corning Food Pantry, 

Boy Scout Weston Carmack, and  Deputy 

Mayor Bill Boland.  

Pastor Bill, 

Brother 

Sebastian and 

the kids during 

the Children’s 

Sermon.  
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 Church Events 

 Our Flea & Farmer’s Market, Saturday, September 12th, 9am-3pm! 
 

Start gathering items for the sale.  Things from your attic to the basement, garage and 

yard, as long as they are clean and in working order, will gladly be accepted.   

(But please...no clothing!) 

Keep in mind that we will not collect items at the church until AUGUST 16th. 

 

This is a project for everyone in our church.  It is a great opportunity for fellowship, 

fun, and a wonderful opportunity to make our bi-annual fund raiser a success.  So 

please plan to assist in the planning, preparation and on the day of the sale.  Many 

hands and talents are needed.   
 

For more detailed information, please see page 6 of the newsletter.   

 

First Congregational United 

Church of Christ  

Anniversary Celebration  

October 18, 2015 

WEEKEND VBS   
Friday to Sunday, August 14 to 16.   

Book Club - Wed. July 15th, at noon 

Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White: 

Thoughts on Religion, Morality, and Politics  

by Adam Hamilton.  

September 13th, 11a.m. - Worship at Watson Homestead 
It is a tradition in the church to hold worship at Watson Homestead following our 

Flea & Farmer’s Market Sale.  Our service on September 13th will be held in the 

Watson Homestead Chapel at 11 a.m.  After worship please join us for lunch in 

their dining hall at 12:30 p.m.  The cost for the luncheon is $11.00. 

Please mark your calendars as there won’t be worship at our church.     
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          Community Events 

Miraclefest’s 8th Annual Community Fund Raiser for the benefit of  

The Corning Community Food Pantry 

Sunday, September 20, 2015, at 1:00 p.m. 

 
This year’s event will be a golf tournament held at the  

Corning Country Club.  Tee time is 1:00 p.m.   
 

They are looking for sponsors, silent auction items and raffle 

items as well as teams.  Golfers, this is an opportunity for a 

fun day for a good cause.  For more information visit 

www.miraclefest.com.   
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7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 
 
7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

10:00am Worship 
 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

August 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

July 2015 

Summer Calendar 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 
 
7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 
 
7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 
 
7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 
 
7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 
 
7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 
 
7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 
 
7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 
 
7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

10:00am Worship 

10:00am Worship 

10:00am Worship 

10:00am Worship 

10:00am Worship 

10:00am Worship 

10:00am Worship 
& Communion 

10:00am Worship 
& Communion 

Bring in those Flea  

Market items beginning 

August 16th! 

Book Club 
noon 

Nami 7:00pm 

Nami 7:00pm 

FLEA MARKET DONATION SCHEDULE BEGINNING AUGUST 16TH: 

Wednesdays, 5pm-8pm & Thursdays - Sundays, 9am-noon 
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

171 West Pulteney Street 

Corning,  NY    14830 

 

 


